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Welcome from 

Yasmin Sarwar, Chief Education Officer

and Kim Terrar, College Principal 

We are delighted to welcome you to the start of

your exciting new journey in Oxford. During your

time with us, we will be here to guide and support

you along every step of the way.

In these pages you will find a brief overview of

what to expect in the first few weeks at College,

what to bring with you, and what to expect of life

in Oxford generally. Upon arrival you will be given

a comprehensive student handbook with full

details on all aspects of the college and in Oxford.  

Please note that this document does not include

specific measures we are taking against COVID-

19. To review those, please refer to the Back to

School Brochure that has been sent separately.

 We look forward to meeting you soon.
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Meeting key staff at the College 

An overview of the study programme

 This includes tips on how to get the most from your 

 time at the college  and how best to prepare for 

 university applications.

Individual sessions with a member of the

academic team 

 Please note that the College cannot guarantee that a 

 place will be available if a student decides to change 

 any of their subjects at this point. 

A presentation on College requirements,

discipline and expectations. 

  For example, how attendance and assessment will be                          

. tracked and monitored.

A tour of central Oxford

A tour of the sports centre

Registration with the medical centre

Registration with the police authority (if required)

Support given to students to set up a bank

account

Social gatherings for parents and families

During the first week of term, students

attend an induction programme to

complete their enrolment and help

them settle into their new home. 

The programme includes:

Your First Week
Also included in the first week*:
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*These activities might take place virtually depending 

on government regulation with regard to COVID-19.



Pastoral Care 

and Student Welfare

We know how important it is to settle into a new life quickly,

both socially and academically, and we are confident that we

can provide an environment that allows you to make a smooth

transition. From the first day of your arrival in the UK, staff will

be available to guide and support you. The Pastoral and

Welfare Team consists of Student Services, Boarding Team,

progress tutors, and a professional counsellor. Each member of

the team is available to our students at all times, offering

comprehensive and friendly welfare support.

Students will be assisted in opening a UK bank account at any of

the major banks, all of which have branches in Oxford. We are

also able to hold pocket money with Student Services if parents

wish. When planning a personal budget, any extras that may

arise should be taken into account, such as sporting equipment

and social activities. We strongly advise that students’ money is

held within a bank account or with Student Services. We do not

permit large amounts of money to be kept in boarding houses.

Student Services

Healthcare

Upon arrival in Oxford, the Student Services Manager will

assist students in registering at the local medical centre which is

located a short distance from the College. Please complete the

College’s medical consent form and health questionnaire prior

to arrival.

This year we are also offering a private insurance option for

access to private medical care in Oxford. Please contact

Student Services for more details.

Student Bank Account

Guardianship Services 

Students under 18 must have a guardian. Upon request, the

College will recommend a guardianship company. Parents

may also choose to appoint their own external guardian.

Please complete the appropriate guardianship service form to

inform us of your choice

Airport Pick-up and Transfer 

Our students can travel from Heathrow airport by individual taxis

with mask-wearing DBS-checked drivers. These are free of

charge for students that opt in for guardianship service from our

preferred partner, otherwise a subsidised £75 fee applies.

Students will be provided with full PPE equipment free of charge.
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Immigration

Visa students are issued an initial 30-day entry permit in their

passport which enables them to enter the UK. The actual visa, in

the form of a Biometric Residence Permit (BRP), will need to be

collected on arrival in the UK.

The BRP is a plastic card with a microchip that gives permission for

students to remain in the UK for the rest of their course and is

needed for accessing the National Health Service (NHS) or to

register with the police (if required). 

If still required, the College will provide you with a letter which will

include your residential address . Please show the letter on arrival

if asked where you will self-isolate.

For a pre-arrival checklist,

including the documents

and forms you need to

provide, please see

checklist on page 18.

Collecting the Biometric Residence

Permit (BRP)

We highly recommend that you use the College’s unique ACL

code on your Tier 4 application form so that your BRP card will be

sent directly to the College for you to collect. In the section

‘Biometric Residence Permit (BRP) Collection’, enter the ACL

code in the ‘Alternative Location’ field: 2LR327. 

Your card will be delivered to Oxford International College, 

1-5 London Place, Oxford OX4 1BD. 
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Rooms at Wavy Gate, Thames Street, and BTC are grouped

together into flats with a shared kitchen and communal room.

Alice House is comprised of separate studio flats. In all boarding

houses we group students into clusters according to age and

gender.

The Student Services Manager and our residential House Parent
and Wardens are always at hand to assist students with all
aspects of the accommodation. The presence of night-time
security staff ensures that the premises are monitored 24 hours
a day. 

All meals at dining halls

Gym membership and sports activities

Super-fast wifi internet access

Laundry facilities (fee applies)

Bike storage

Common room with a large TV

Cleaning of communal spaces

Our Boarding Houses

Students will reside at one of our

boarding houses: Alice House, Thames

Street, BTC, or Wavy Gate.

Included in the boarding package are:
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14 15

Students live at the boarding houses during term time, half terms

and during Easter. If a student wishes to leave College during term

time, they must follow an exeat procedure, the details of which

will be outlined during induction. College will seek permission

from parents before the absence is authorised. Permission will be

granted at the College’s discretion.  

Information about the

residential team

Site guide/map and map

of Oxford

Accommodation rules

(Promoting Good

Behaviour and Sanctions

Policy)

Information about facilities

i.e. laundry, wifi etc.

Information about

weekly room

inspections 

Exeats

Students also receive a moving-in

pack with bedding and the cooking

utensils needed for preparing

simple meals − students may wish

to bring anything extra they may

need, including their favourite

recipes!

Students may leave belongings when vacating residences during winter break. Please note that no storage is

available over summer break; students are expected to organise their own storage in advance. 

Information within the Welcome Pack

Upon arrival, a member of the residential team will meet 

and greet the students, supplying keys and an accommodation

welcome pack containing:
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Meals

College Dining Halls

The dining halls are conveniently located near teaching

premises. The menu is varied and includes ‘Eastern’ and

‘Western’ options. Special diets including halal and vegan can

usually be catered for on request. 

Students can enjoy breakfast, lunch and dinner in the College

dining hall during term time, half terms and during Easter.

Please note that on Sunday we serve brunch and dinner only.

Eating out

Students will be spoilt for choice if they wish to eat out in

Oxford, as it is a culturally diverse city and all the major

cuisines and budgets are catered for. There are plenty of

restaurants, cafés and convenience stores within five

minutes’ walk of the College. 
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College Life

The Common Room

Students will have access to a common room on the ground floor,

close to reception and the administrative offices. It is the true hub

of the college where students can relax, meet or work together in

groups. A large TV screen is accessible there, as well as a kitchen

with hot drinks available.

Dress Code

Students are expected to dress in smart casual attire. Jeans with

fashion rips are not acceptable and shorts and skirts are expected

to be of an acceptable length. Full details will be sent out shortly.
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Library and Quiet Study Areas

A new college library is available in the basement. There are also

various study points around the college where students can plug in

their laptop and study on their own. This includes a dedicated

reading space. 



Airport Transfer Booking Form 

Health Centre Patient Questionnaire 

Pre-Arrival Form to include:

Medical Consent & Information 

Internet Safety 

Permission to stay off-site 

Photograph and Social Media Consent 

Permission to Travel 

Passport Entry Visa (if required) 

Original Visa or Biometric Identification Document/ Residential

Permit with approval letter 

Documents as stated in their offer letter:

IELTS certificate

GCSE or IGCSE certificate if applicable; 

On the first day of college, students need to bring: 

       otherwise a school transcript or latest 
school report

Pre-Arrival Checklist
Before arriving in the UK, the following must be completed

and sent to Student Services Manager at jenny@oxcoll.com: 
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Living in the UK
Moving to a new country or even relocating

within the UK is daunting at any age. You are

never quite sure what to expect and for

students coming from overseas, some

aspects of living in the UK may seem very

different at first. The OIC staff will help you

settle in and will be there for you through all

aspects of the transition.

Oxford is a small, compact city with a

population of approximately 150,000. Many

of the shops, restaurants and cafés are

located around Carfax Tower, at the

intersection of Cornmarket Street and the

High Street. Many of the colleges of the

University of Oxford, as well as the Bodleian

Library, Sheldonian Theatre and Radcliffe

Camera are also located in the city centre.

The Mathematical Institute and many of the

science buildings can be found to the north

of the city centre, in and around St. Giles.

Oxford
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The international airports that are closest to Oxford are

London Heathrow (LHR) and London Gatwick (LGW). 

All international embassies in the UK are located in London.



Oxford is centrally placed in Southern England, approximately one

hour by train to both London and Birmingham. The Oxford bus

station is located at Gloucester Green and the train station is

located just off the Botley Road, to the west of the city centre. It

takes less than 30 minutes to walk from either station to the

College. Cities, towns and villages are linked by either coach

services or by trains. Journeys by coach are less expensive than

the train, but tend to take more time. 

The Oxford Bus Company operates a route called the Oxford

Tube, with buses to and from London Victoria Coach Station up

to every 10 to 20 minutes, 24 hours a day. The journey takes

approximately 1 hour and 40 minutes. Fast trains operate

between Oxford and London Paddington station regularly and the

journey takes about 50 minutes. Oxford’s new train station,

Oxford Parkway, runs services to London Marylebone

The weather in the UK can vary from one day to the next. The

winter months from November to February are cold with

frequent frost and occasional snow. Winter is also when we

receive the most rainfall. Students are advised to pack plenty of

cold and wet-weather smart-casual clothing including waterproof

shoes. The summer months of June through August are pleasantly

warm and a daytime temperature of 23°C is considered hot in

the UK. 
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Living in the UK Public transport

Weather

Currency

The pound sterling, commonly known as the pound, is the official

currency of the United Kingdom. The pound (£) is subdivided into

100 pence (singular: penny). Larger denominations of money are

in the form of paper notes: £5, £10, £20 and £50. Smaller

amounts of money are in the form of coins: £2, £1, 50p, 20p, 10p,

5p, 2p, and 1p. 



It is illegal to buy alcohol if you are under

the age of 18 and you would be breaking

the law even by attempting to buy it. It is

also illegal to provide alcohol to minors. 

Drugs (including cannabis) are illegal in

the UK. The police have the right to stop

and search you if they have any reason to

suspect you are carrying illegal drugs.

Dropping rubbish in the street is illegal

and you can be cautioned and/or charged.

Traffic travels on the left-hand side in Britain.

If you are going out, outside of College hours,

always tell someone where you are going and

what time you will be back. 

Do not carry important documents or too

much money with you. The streets of Oxford

are generally safe, but you need to use common

sense and stay safe.

Be considerate to others by not making too

much noise (for example at the boarding

house).

Expect to spend time queuing while you wait to

be served. It is customary to queue in shops and

for buses and taxis. 

Face coverings might be required for public

spaces like trains or buses.

Be polite when dealing with other people.

Rudeness is considered very poor behaviour.
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Staying Safe and Legal 

in the UK
UK laws may vary greatly from those of

your own country, and it’s important to

be aware of what is, and what is not,

allowed: 

For your general safety and to be polite, 

it is worth noting the following:



Information for Parents 

and Guardians

Tuition and accommodation fees are payable in two instalments. Fees

can be paid by electronic transfer or by bank draft. If you post a bank

draft to the College, please state the student’s name on the back.

Bank drafts are also accepted at enrolment. 

Late payments will incur a surcharge and the commencement of a

student’s course of study is dependent on payment having been

received by the College.

Please refer to the website for information on costs on optional

courses and programmes.

Fees

Terms and Conditions

Parents and guardians are advised to read the College’s Terms and

Conditions carefully. These are sent out as part of the pre-arrival

form. They can also be obtained from College upon request and are

published on the website and the parent portal. 

Contacts

Ms Yasmin Sarwar, Chief Education Officer 
yasmin@oxcoll.com 

Mrs Kim Terrar, Principal 
kim@oxcoll.com 

Mrs Marianne Thompson-Hill, Deputy Principal
marianne@oxcoll.com

Mr Toby Blundell, Deputy Principal and Head of Science
toby@oxcoll.com

Ms Eleanor Dear, Director of Studies 
ellie@oxcoll.com 

Miss Jenny Bourlakis, Student Services Manager
jenny@oxcoll.com 

Mr Jason Brooks, Assistant Supercurricular Director 
jason.brooks@oxcoll.com

Mr Matthew Storey, Head of Boarding
matthew.storey@oxcoll.com
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We are here to support you.

If you have any questions,

please write to us at

info@oxcoll.com. 
Oxford International College is the UK's top-ranked A-Level college. Write to us

at 1 London Place, Oxford OX4 1BD, UK or call at (+44)1865 203988.

@oxcoll

@oxcoll
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