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Pre-Arrival
Guide 2021

1 London Place, Oxford, OX4 1BD. United Kingdom
www.oxcoll.com | info@oxcoll.com | +44 (0)1865 203988

Welcome to OIC
We are delighted to welcome you to the start of
your exciting new journey in Oxford. During your
time with us, we will be here to guide and support
you along every step of the way.
In these pages you will find a brief overview of
what to expect in the first few weeks at College,
what to bring with you, and what to expect of life
in Oxford generally. Upon arrival you will be given
a comprehensive student handbook with full
details on all aspects of the college and in Oxford.
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Arrival Dates

We look forward to meeting you soon.

GCSE programme
14th & 15th August

Kim Terrar, College Principal
Yasmin Sarwar, Chief Education Officer

A-Level programme with Head Start Programme
14th & 15th August.
A-Level programme without Head Start Programme
28th & 29th August
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Your First Week
During the first week of term, students
attend an induction programme to
complete their enrolment and help
them settle into their new home.

Also included in the first week*:
A tour of central Oxford
A tour of the sports centre
Registration with the medical centre

The programme includes:
Registration with the police authority (if required)
Meeting key staff at the College
An overview of the study programme
This includes tips on how to get the most from your
time at the college and how best to prepare for
university applications.

Individual sessions with a member of the
academic team
Please note that the College cannot guarantee that a
place will be available if a student decides to change
any of their subjects at this point.

Support given to students to set up a bank
account
Social gatherings for parents and families

These activities will take place in compliance with government
COVID-19 guidelines.

A presentation on College requirements,
discipline and expectations.
For example, how attendance and assessment will be
. tracked and monitored.
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Student Services
Pastoral Care
and Student Welfare
We know how important it is to settle into a new life quickly,
both socially and academically, and we are confident that we
can provide an environment that allows you to make a smooth
transition. From the first day of your arrival in the UK, staff will
be available to guide and support you. The Pastoral and
Welfare Team consists of Student Services, Boarding Team,
progress tutors, and a professional counsellor. Each member of
the team is available to our students at all times, offering
comprehensive and friendly welfare support.

Healthcare
Upon arrival in Oxford, the Student Services Manager will
assist students in registering at the local medical centre which is
located a short distance from the College. Please complete the
College’s medical consent form and health questionnaire prior
to arrival. OIC has an on-site school nurse who will be able to
help with any medical issues you might experience.
This year we are also offering a private insurance option for
access to private medical care in Oxford. Please contact
Student Services for more details.
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Student Bank Account
Students will be assisted in opening a UK bank account at any of
the major banks, all of which have branches in Oxford. When
planning a personal budget, any extras that may arise should be
taken into account, such as sporting equipment and social
activities. We strongly advise that students’ money is held within
a bank account. We do not permit large amounts of money to
be kept in boarding houses.

Guardianship Services
Students under 18 must have a guardian. Upon request, the
College will recommend a guardianship company. Parents
may also choose to appoint their own external guardian.
Please complete the appropriate guardianship service form to
inform us of your choice.

Airport Pick-up and Transfer
Our students can travel from Heathrow airport by individual taxis
with mask-wearing DBS-checked drivers. Please contact Student
Services for further details including the cost. Students will be
provided with full PPE equipment free of charge.
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Immigration
Visa students are issued an initial 30-day entry permit in their
passport which enables them to enter the UK. The actual visa, in
the form of a Biometric Residence Permit (BRP), will need to be
collected on arrival in the UK.
The BRP is a plastic card with a microchip that gives permission for
students to remain in the UK for the rest of their course and is
needed for accessing the National Health Service (NHS) or to
register with the police (if required).
If still required, the College will provide you with a letter which will
include your residential address . Please show the letter on arrival
if asked where you will self-isolate.

Collecting the Biometric Residence
Permit (BRP)
We highly recommend that you use the College’s unique ACL
code on your Tier 4 application form so that your BRP card will be
sent directly to the College for you to collect. In the section
‘Biometric Residence Permit (BRP) Collection’, enter the ACL
code in the ‘Alternative Location’ field: 2LR327.
Your card will be delivered to Oxford International College,
1-5 London Place, Oxford OX4 1BD.
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For a pre-arrival checklist,
including the documents
and forms you need to
provide, please see
checklist on page 18.
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Our Boarding Houses
Students will reside at one of our
boarding houses: Student Castle, Alice
House, Thames Street, or Wavy Gate.
Rooms at Wavy Gate and Thames Street are grouped together
into flats with a shared kitchen and communal room.; Alice
House is comprised of separate studio flats while Student Castle
is a combination of both. In all boarding houses we group
students into clusters according to age and gender.
The Student Services Manager and our residential House Parent
and Wardens are always at hand to assist students with all
aspects of the accommodation. The presence of night-time
security staff ensures that the premises are monitored 24 hours
a day.

Included in the boarding package are:
All meals at dining halls
Gym membership and sports activities
Super-fast wifi internet access
Laundry facilities (fee applies)
Bike storage
Common room with a large TV
Cleaning of communal spaces
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Information within the Welcome Pack
Upon arrival, a member of the residential team will meet
and greet the students, supplying keys and an accommodation
welcome pack containing:
Information about the
residential team
Site guide/map and map
of Oxford
Accommodation rules
(Promoting Good
Behaviour and Sanctions
Policy)
Information about facilities
i.e. laundry, wifi etc.
Information about
weekly room
inspections

Students also receive a moving-in
pack with bedding and the cooking
utensils needed for preparing
simple meals − students may wish
to bring anything extra they may
need, including their favourite
recipes!

Exeats
Students live at the boarding houses during term time, half terms
and during Easter. If a student wishes to leave College during term
time, they must follow an exeat procedure, the details of which
will be outlined during induction. College will seek permission
from parents before the absence is authorised. Permission will be
granted at the College’s discretion.
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Students may leave belongings when vacating residences during winter break. Please note that no storage is
available over summer break; students are expected to organise their own storage in advance.
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Meals
College Dining Halls
The dining halls are conveniently located near teaching
premises. The menu is varied and includes ‘Eastern’ and
‘Western’ options. Special diets including halal and vegan can
usually be catered for on request.
Students can enjoy breakfast, lunch and dinner in the College
dining halls during term time, half terms and during Easter.
Please note that on Sunday we serve brunch and dinner only.

Eating out
Students will be spoilt for choice if they wish to eat out in
Oxford, as it is a culturally diverse city and all the major
cuisines and budgets are catered for. There are plenty of
restaurants, cafés and convenience stores within five
minutes’ walk of the College.
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Our main aim is to ensure that students receive a healthy, balanced and nutritionally adequate meals, food, and drinks
to provide them with the nutrients needed for health, growth and development.
Inspired by the diversity of our college community, our chefs take
advantage of freshly sourced, seasonal ingredients to cook
delicious, authentic cuisine from around the world.
Eating a balanced diet throughout the school day not only ensures
optimum growth and development, it also provides for our
students' academic and physical activity, energy levels and nutrient
requirements.

Meal times:
Breakfast:
8 a.m. - 10 a.m.
Lunch:
11 a.m. - 2.15 p.m.
Dinner:
5 p.m. - 7.30 p.m.
These may be subject to change.

We periodically organise
International Cuisine
Days, where we explore
a particular country's
food, i.e. England, Italy,
or Korea.

Drinks including coffee,
tea, water, orange juice,
and apple juice are
available all day.
Students can also pick
up snacks such as fresh
fruit or yoghurt.

Sample Breakfast Menu
Fried eggs
Hash browns
Scrambled eggs
Choice of cereal
Rice porridge
Baked beans
Croissants
Waffles
Toast
Jam/butter
Yogurt
Fresh fruit

Every day, our students can choose from five lunch and dinner options (plus sides).

Lunch

Sample menu
Soup
• Minestrone Soup (Italian, Vegan)
(Mixed Vegetables Soup)
Main dishes
• Cottage Pie (English)
(Mince beef and vegetables, mashed
potatoes on top)
• Chicken Chasseur (French)
(Chicken breast braised in rich
tomato sauce with onion and
mushroom)
• Steamed Fish with ginger and
spring onion (Cantonese)
(Fillet of fish steamed with ginger
and spring onion)
• Mixed Vegetables Curry
(Vegetarian, Vegan)
(Mixed vegetables cooked in curry
sauce)
• Vegetables Pie (Vegan)
(Mixed vegetables with mashed
potato on top)
Side dishes
• Steam rice, chips, steamed mixed
vegetables, pasta, and salad

Dinner
Sample menu
Main dishes
• Roasted Duck (Hong Kong)
(Duck roasted with five spices and
soya sauce)
• Beef Goulash (Hungarian)
(Beef, carrot, pepper, potato,
paprika and tomato cooked slowly
in the oven)
• King Prawn Masala Curry
(Indian)
(King prawn cooked in masala
curry sauce)
• Potato Au Gratin (French)
(Sliced potato cooked with double
cream topped with parmesan
cheese)
• Chickpea and Spinach in tomato
sauce (Vegan)
Side dishes
• Steam rice, chip, steam mixed
vegetables, pasta and mixed salad

College Life
Teaching Buildings
OIC has two teaching sites: its main campus in London Place, St
Clements and a brand new, state-of-the-art teaching building in
central Oxford.

The Common Room
Students will have access to a common room at both teaching sites,
close to reception and the administrative offices. It is the true hub
of the college where students can relax, meet or work together in
groups.

Library and Quiet Study Areas
A college library is available at both teaching sites. There are also
various study points around the college where students can plug in
their laptop and study on their own. This includes a dedicated
reading space.

Dress Code
Students are expected to dress in smart casual attire. Full details will
be sent out shortly.
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Pre-Arrival Checklist

Living in the UK

Before arriving in the UK, the following must be completed and sent to
Student Services Manager at jenny@oxcoll.com:

Moving to a new country or even relocating
within the UK is daunting at any age. You are
never quite sure what to expect and for
students coming from overseas, some
aspects of living in the UK may seem very
different at first. The OIC staff will help you
settle in and will be there for you through all
aspects of the transition.

Airport Transfer Booking Form
Health Centre Patient Questionnaire
Pre-Arrival Form to include:
Medical Consent & Information
Internet Safety
Permission to stay off-site
Photograph and Social Media Consent
Permission to Travel
On the first day of college, students need to bring:
Passport Entry Visa (if required)
Original Visa or Biometric Identification Document/ Residential
Permit with approval letter
Documents as stated in their offer letter:
IELTS certificate
GCSE or IGCSE certificate if applicable; otherwise a school
transcript or latest school report

Is your country Red, Amber or Green?

Oxford
Oxford is a small, compact city with a
population of approximately 150,000. Many
of the shops, restaurants and cafés are
located around Carfax Tower, at the
intersection of Cornmarket Street and the
High Street. Many of the colleges of the
University of Oxford, as well as the Bodleian
Library, Sheldonian Theatre and Radcliffe
Camera are also located in the city centre.
The Mathematical Institute and many of the
science buildings can be found to the north
of the city centre, in and around St. Giles.

Remember to check the UK government’s website for up-to-date
date quarantine information and related guidance.
Visit gov.uk/guidance/red-amber-and-green-list-rules-forentering-england
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See also our quarantine information on page 24.

The international airports that are closest to Oxford are
London Heathrow (LHR) and London Gatwick (LGW).
All international embassies in the UK are located in London.
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Living in the UK
Weather
The weather in the UK can vary from one day to the next. The
winter months from November to February are cold with
frequent frost and occasional snow. Winter is also when we
receive the most rainfall. Students are advised to pack plenty of
cold and wet-weather smart-casual clothing including waterproof
shoes. The summer months of June through August are pleasantly
warm and a daytime temperature of 23°C is considered hot in
the UK.

Public transport
Oxford is centrally placed in Southern England, approximately one
hour by train to both London and Birmingham. The Oxford bus
station is located at Gloucester Green and the train station is
located just off the Botley Road, to the west of the city centre. It
takes less than 30 minutes to walk from either station to the
College. Cities, towns and villages are linked by either coach
services or by trains. Journeys by coach are less expensive than
the train, but tend to take more time.
The Oxford Bus Company operates a route called the Oxford
Tube, with buses to and from London Victoria Coach Station up
to every 10 to 20 minutes, 24 hours a day. The journey takes
approximately 1 hour and 40 minutes. Fast trains operate
between Oxford and London Paddington station regularly and the
journey takes about 50 minutes. Oxford’s new train station,
Oxford Parkway, runs services to London Marylebone

Currency
The pound sterling, commonly known as the pound, is the official
currency of the United Kingdom. The pound (£) is subdivided into
100 pence (singular: penny). Larger denominations of money are
in the form of paper notes: £5, £10, £20 and £50. Smaller
amounts of money are in the form of coins: £2, £1, 50p, 20p, 10p,
5p, 2p, and 1p.
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Staying Safe and Legal
in the UK
UK laws may vary greatly from those of
your own country, and it’s important to
be aware of what is, and what is not,
allowed:
It is illegal to buy alcohol if you are under
the age of 18 and you would be breaking
the law even by attempting to buy it. It is
also illegal to provide alcohol to minors.
Drugs (including cannabis) are illegal in
the UK. The police have the right to stop
and search you if they have any reason to
suspect you are carrying illegal drugs.
Dropping rubbish in the street is illegal
and you can be cautioned and/or charged.
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For your general safety and to be polite,
it is worth noting the following:
Traffic travels on the left-hand side in Britain.
If you are going out, outside of College hours,
always tell someone where you are going and
what time you will be back.
Do not carry important documents or too
much money with you. The streets of Oxford
are generally safe, but you need to use common
sense and stay safe.
Be considerate to others by not making too
much noise (for example at the boarding
house).
Expect to spend time queuing while you wait to
be served. It is customary to queue in shops and
for buses and taxis.
Face coverings might be required for public
spaces like trains or buses.
Be polite when dealing with other people.
Rudeness is considered very poor behaviour.
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Quarantine Information

If you come from an AMBER list country:
Before you travel to England you must:

If you come from a RED list country:
Before you travel to England you must:
Take a COVID-19 test
Book a quarantine hotel package, including 2 COVID-19 tests
Complete a passenger locator form

On arrival in England, you must:

Take a COVID-19 test
Book and pay for day 2 and day 8 COVID-19 travel tests – to be
taken after arrival in England.
Complete a passenger locator form
On arrival in England, you must:
Quarantine at home or in the place you are staying for 10 days,
Take a COVID-19 test on or before day, 2 and on or after day 8

Quarantine in a managed hotel, including 2 COVID-19 tests for 10 days.
Boarders will be able to stay at the college accommodation but must have the
following letters to present at arrivals:
A copy of the letter from the Department for Education to the school
confirming that boarding school students are covered by an exception
A letter from their school* to the boarding school student meeting the
requirements set out in the letter from the Department for Education to
the school. Boarding school students should be ready to present both
letters to UK Border Force officials on arrival.
*Student services will provide this letter. Please contact jenny@oxcoll.com
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If you have also been in or through a country or territory on the red
list in the 10 days before you arrive in England, you must follow the
red list rules.

Is your country Red, Amber
or Green?
Find out at:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/red-amberand-green-list-rules-for-entering-england

If you come from a GREEN list country:
Before you travel to England you must:
Take a COVID-19 test
Book and pay for a day 2 COVID-19 test – to be taken after arrival in
England
Complete a passenger locator form
On arrival in England, you must:
Take a COVID-19 test on or before day 2 after you arrive. You do not
need to quarantine unless the test result is positive.
Quarantine if NHS Test & Trace informs you that you travelled to England
with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19.
If you have also been in or through a country or territory on the red list in the
10 days before you arrive in England, you must follow the red list rules.
If you have also been in or through a country or territory on the amber list in
the 10 days before you arrive in England and have not visited a country on the
red list, you must follow the amber list rules.
UK-based students who have returned to the college’s boarding houses will be
treated the same as students travelling from Green list countries.
A cost for the PCR test will apply and will be deducted from your deposit.
NB: If conditions change in a country or territory, it may be moved
between lists without warning.
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Teaching provision for the period
of self-isolation (quarantine)
Arrival Dates
GCSE programme

14th & 15th August

A-Level programme with
Head Start Programme

14th & 15th August

A-Level programme without
Head Start Programme

28th & 29th August

GCSE programme
Week 16th August – 22nd August – classes take place online
Week 23rd August – 29th August – classes take place online
Week 30th August - 5th September - induction programme
Week 6th September- 10th September – in-person lessons begin
Students who are still in isolation will, where possible, attend lessons online.
A-Level programme
Week 16th August – 22nd August – Headstart programme – conducted online
Week 23rd August – 29th August – Headstart programme – conducted online
Week 30th August - 5th September - induction programme
Week 6th September- 10th September – in-person lessons begin
Students who are still in isolation will, where possible, attend lessons online.
The induction programmes are in-person. Students who are still in isolation
will, where possible, receive recorded sessions.
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Medical approach

and the precautions we're taking

The specific actions we are taking include:
PPE, including face visors, and virus testing available to all
students and staff;
Cared-for isolation in dedicated isolation units;

What is the OIC approach?
We are adhering to all current guidance from the Government and Public
Health England and also carefully follow guidance from the BSA (Boarding
Schools Association). We continue to adapt our approach accordingly, to
ensure the health and safety of all our staff and students.

Prevention and treatment, including:
In-house health care provision,
Opt-in private health insurance with access to private
medical care in Oxford;
NHS (National Health Service) medical cover for all
students.

All students are covered under National Health Service (NHS) healthcare
provision. We will have in-house health personnel as well.

Social distancing measures in the college, including
acquiring new teaching and accommodation sites.

Our preventative measures include both education around hygiene and
resources to support this (protective face masks, waste disposal, and
detailed cleaning protocols (including having additional cleaners in the
college and the most suitable cleaning products).
We have risk-assessed all aspects of college life to minimise shared
resources and ensure frequent, appropriate cleaning.

FACT
In 2020/2021 no cases of
COVID-19 transmission were
recorded on OIC premises.
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Opt into private medical
health insurance
We have partnered with Access to Healthcare who have provided us
with a bespoke AXA insurance policy for all our students that wish to
opt into private medical care. Please refer to the OIC Student
Medical Healthcare Insurance Cover document that will be sent out
by Student Services.

FAQ
What safety procedures will be implemented in case of an overseas arrival?

Has the school prepared PPE or testing kits that could be used by pupils and staff?

Our students can travel from Heathrow airport by individual taxis with mask-wearing
DBS-checked drivers. . Students will be provided with full PPE equipment . Upon
arrival, all students will be asked to self-isolate in their rooms and tested for COVID19. Any student that tests positive will be taken to a different self-isolation unit, where
they will be cared for by the college.

We have sanitisation stations and PPE gear available at all boarding residences, teaching
premises, and dining rooms. Students can get daily masks from either their residences or
teaching premises. Every student with a reasonable suspicion of being COVID-19positive will have access to both a test and a self-isolation unit.

How will you care for self-isolating students?
Each student will receive a weekly snack pack and have weekly shopping deliveries.
Meals will be delivered to boarding residences three times a day.
How will the college ensure that all people in the building are COVID-19-free?
We will test all staff (tutors, administrative staff, house parents, catering staff etc.) one
week prior to the return of students. Any staff member that tests positive will be
asked to self-isolate and then re-test before returning to work. Please also note, that
the majority of UK adult population have received at least one dose of COVID vaccine,
and a significant number have received two doses.
What about cleaning and hygiene?
Detailed cleaning protocols are an essential preventative measure; additional and more
frequent cleaning will be taking place, using the most suitable cleaning products and
paying particular attention to bathrooms, door handles, light switches, banisters, etc.
We are risk-assessing all aspects of college life to minimise shared resources and,
where sharing of resources may be required (e.g. college computers or water stations)
putting measures in place to mitigate risk (e.g. encouraging student and staff to use
their own laptops and devices, as well as bring pre-filled water bottles into college).

30

What measures have been implemented to keep the premises of the college safe?
Students and staff will continue to wear masks and social distancing will be observed. Meal
times will be staggered and tables divided with perspex screens. There will be no visitors
allowed in the college until it is safe; we may also ask students to bring in fewer belongings
as to not spread the virus via surfaces. We have also acquired another teaching block and
boarding house for social distancing purposes.
What about people outside the community that enter the premises?
We carefully manage the number of people on site at any one time and take all
precautions to ensure that those arriving on site are healthy. Any visits to the college,
including visits from parents and families, have to be scheduled in advance. The tours and
visits to the college are currently suspended until it is safe to resume them. We will also
wait three days until relaying any incoming post to the students as to make it virus-free.
Do students have access to in-house health professionals on site?
Students have access to in-house health care professionals. Our boarding students are
registered with a medical practice only a short distance from the college and the GPs at
this practice provide us with prompt advice and support if we need it. The doctors and
nurses there continue to be available for medical consultations throughout the COVID-19
outbreak. Students will also be able to take out a private health insurance and have access
to private health professionals and clinics in Oxford
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FAQ

Our sickness and recovery process

Will the college run awareness campaigns relating to COVID-19?
An education programme will be delivered for students and staff upon arrival by an
experienced healthcare professional. We will also hold counselling sessions for all
students in case of any questions or concerns.
What is the contingency plan if our students are delayed for the start of their
course in August/September?
Since our online learning has been a success, remote learning will be available until
students are ready to arrive, and we will make sure to provide alternative learning
provision so students enjoy effective teaching and impactful learning. No student,
whether on-site or remote, will be put at a disadvantage. It is our expectation that
students who are able to travel will arrive at the college in time ready for in-person
teaching and learning.

Student feels unwell and reports to staff member

Trained staff member assesses student* and
decides on steps to be taken

In-house medical care or appointment at local GP surgery
In-house medical care
organised for student

How will meals be managed?
Meal times are staggered and tables divided with perspex screens.
Will there be any option to stay over half terms and other school holidays?
The boarding houses are already open throughout half term and Easter holidays. If
circumstances require students to remain during the Christmas holidays, we will be
able to offer this provision. This was also provided in December 2020.

In-house medical
professional advises to
seek further care

Student recovers

NHS medical care and
hospital specialists

Oxford private medical
care, private hospital and
medical specialists
(optional private
healthcare insurance
available)

I have a question that is not listed here. Who do I contact?
Please reach out to OIC Admissions (admissions@oxcoll.com) or Student Services
(jenny@oxcoll.com).

Student recovers
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Information for Parents
and Guardians
Fees
Tuition and accommodation fees are payable in two instalments. Fees
can be paid by electronic transfer or by bank draft. If you post a bank
draft to the College, please state the student’s name on the back.
Bank drafts are also accepted at enrolment.
Late payments will incur a surcharge and the commencement of a
student’s course of study is dependent on payment having been
received by the College.
Please refer to the website for information on costs on optional
courses and programmes.

Terms and Conditions
Parents and guardians are advised to read the College’s Terms and
Conditions carefully. These are sent out as part of the pre-arrival
form. They can also be obtained from College upon request and are
published on the website and the parent portal.
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Contacts
Ms Yasmin Sarwar, Chief Education Officer
yasmin@oxcoll.com
Mrs Kim Terrar, Principal
kim@oxcoll.com
Mrs Marianne Thompson-Hill, Deputy Principal, Pastoral Care
marianne@oxcoll.com
Mr Toby Blundell, Deputy Principal and Head of Science
toby@oxcoll.com
Dr Mona Chaudhury, Assistant Deputy Principal (Strategic
Development. Deputy Head of Science, Head of Curriculum
mona.chaudhury@oxcoll.com
Ms Eleanor Dear, Director of Studies
ellie@oxcoll.com
Miss Jenny Bourlakis, Student Services Manager
jenny@oxcoll.com
Mr Jason Brooks, Assistant Supercurricular Director
jason.brooks@oxcoll.com
Mr Matthew Storey, Head of Boarding
matthew.storey@oxcoll.com

35

@oxcoll
@oxcoll

This page is left blank

We are here to support you.
If you have any questions,
please write to us at
info@oxcoll.com.
Oxford International College is the UK's top-ranked A-Level college. Write to us
at 1 London Place, Oxford OX4 1BD, UK or call at (+44)1865 203988.

